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P.O. Box 3250, Catonsville, MD 21228

ACAD EMY HEIG HT S CIVI C A SSOCIA TION N EW SLE TT ER

From the President(s)
Outgoing 2011 President, John McSweeney:

Special points of
interest:
Fall Open House
Halloween Party
Santa Visits
2012 AHCA Events
Being “neighborly”
Membership
And more!

I’d like to thank everyone in the community,
and especially those who
have served on the
Board of Governors, for
all of the hard work and
support over the past
two years. I have had
been many interesting
experiences, representing our neighborhood,
and I hope that we have
served our community
well. I appreciate the
opportunity to have
served, and I look forward to supporting our
new President, George
Brookhart, in 2012. I
would also like to encourage everyone to become involved in community activities. We
realize that the community meeting night may
not be best for everyone,
but we hope that you
will find other activities
in which to become active. Our community is
very vibrant and full of
such wonderful people,
and you will find that
there are many opportunities to ―help out‖.
~John McSweeney

Incoming 2012 President
As we enter into a
new year, just as with
the changing of the seasons, we have the opportunity for a new and
fresh start. With the
new year, you also
have a new president
of the Academy Heights
Civic Association. So let
me introduce myself.
My name is George
Brookhart. I have been
a resident of Academy
Heights for about 8 1/2
years. I remember trying to purchase a home
here back around 1970
or so at around
$20,000, I just couldn't
afford it at the time. I
have always loved this
community and everything about it.
I have served on
many boards in the
past and still do on
some. I was President
of the Greater Catonsville Chamber of Commerce for several years
and still serve on that
board today. I also
serve on the board for
the Catonsville Heritage
Foundation, now
known as the Catons-

ville Community Foundation, Catonsville
Rails To Trails, We Love
Catonsville, and have
served on the Saint
Agnes Foundation,
Catonsville Rotary Club
(Past President), Western Family YMCA,
Chairperson and cofounder of Catonsville's
Frederick Road Friday's and CCBC
Catonsville Foundation.
I own and operate my
own company. As you
can see, I love living
and being part of
Catonsville.
I look forward to serving our community and
working to maintain the
wonderful reputation
that Academy Heights
has had for many
years. This is a very
distinct neighborhood,
known for its strong
sense of community
and well maintained
brick homes. I hope you
will all join me in preserving this quality of
life for which Academy
Heights is famous for.
~George Brookhart
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Academy Heights Community Block Party
Experience has shown that there
is nothing better to bring a community together and make it stronger
than a community "Block Party".
The 2011 Academy Heights Block
Party was an example of what
such an event can do.
Through hours of planning and
hard work the Block Party Committee put together a very successful
event. It attracted over 250 residents who enjoyed great food provided by Stella Nolte's Restaurant
and cooked by Tony Mazzuca. Music filled the air thanks to our
neighbor Jesse Florida. The kids
had a great time with all of the
games that were available but the
best times to be had were sliding

down the hill on cardboard at the
home on the corner of Greenlow &
Whitfield. Baltimore County provided a fire truck for the kids to tour
and they were thrilled. But best of
all, it was neighbor meeting
neighbor and the building of unity
within our community. Realtor Ken
Zeng of Long & Foster donated the
use of his truck for hauling tables
and chairs which were donated by
the Christian Temple. We also want
to thank Maryland Residential Realty for being a sponsor of this
event.
Once again the evidence is clear,
Academy Heights is a GREAT community to live in. We encourage all
of our residents to be involved and

to help maintain the quality of life
that Academy Heights is known for.
Plans are already in the works for
the 2012 Block Party so mark your
calendars for Saturday, September
15,2012 and be prepared for an
even greater event. We hope to see
you there!
~George Brookhart, Block Party
Chair, 2011

Halloween, 2011
Academy Heights sponsored our
annual Halloween Party in October
in the Christian Temple social hall.
The children and parents of Academy Heights feasted on a hot dog
dinner with all the trimmings and
delicious desserts. The children
made spooky Halloween crafts,
played haunted bean bag toss,
danced to ghoulish music and took
home a candy treat bag. A big
THANK YOU to all who generously
donated time and treats. They are
(and apologies if anyone is missed)
Karen DeHoff, Mary Ann Hackley,
Loretta Hoepfner, Ann, Judy and

Charles Mahaffey, Beth, Molly and
John McSweeney, John Hasslinger,
Jen, Emily, Richard and Natalie
Shoemaker, and Doug Trail. Another big THANK YOU to Rev.
Powell for the use of the church’s
hall.
Costume prizes went to:
Cute—Emily Shoemaker’s pink flamingo.
Scary—Jonathan Presti’s green
monster
Original—Adele Smith’s recycled
angel

Funny—Zachary Berlin’s green
dragon.
Jonathan Presti guessed the correct
number of cheese puffs (652) in a
bin.
It is so rewarding when everyone is
so appreciative for the work done to
put on the party each year. A good
time was had by all!
Many thanks to all who gave so the
children could have a fun, safe, and
happy Halloween Party. I greatly
appreciate all of your help.
~Linda Barnes
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2012 Events
March 7, 2012—AHCA Monthly
Meeting

No AHCA Monthly Meeting July
2012

Monthly Meeting and Nominations of Officers

April 4, 2012—AHCA Monthly
Meeting

July 4, 2012 – Independence Day,
AHCA Bike Parade

November 22, 2012 – Thanksgiving
Day

April 7, 2012—Easter Egg Hunt,
Christian Temple (rain date, April
14)

No AHCA Monthly Meeting August 2012

December 5, 2011 – AHCA
Monthly Meeting and Election of
Officers

April 21, 2012—Community Yard
Sale
May 2, 2012—AHCA Monthly
Meeting

September 3, 2012 – Labor Day
September 5, 2012 – AHCA
Monthly Meeting
September TBD, 2011 – AHCA
Community Yard Sale

May 5, 2012—Dumpster Day (with
shredder and clothing donations to
Vietnam Veterans)

September 15, 2012—ANNUAL
BLOCK PARTY

June 6, 2012—AHCA Monthly
Meeting

October 3, 2012 – AHCA Monthly
Meeting
November 7, 2012– AHCA

December TBD, 2011 – Santa's
Visit to AH
December 25, 2011 – Christmas
Day
December 31, 2011 – New Year’s
Eve
TBD = date to be determined

...And more possibly to come!

Shout-outs!
Thank you to Tony

Mazzuca of Stella
Notte in Ellicott City,
for providing the labor that produced
the delicious hamburgers, hot dogs
and sausage served
at our block party!

Thank you to John
O’Ferrall for arranging our annual visit
from Santa on
Christmas eve, and
for bringing together
the “kid and dog
walk” that was
Santa’s entourage!

Thank you to our
neighbors at 400
Greenlow, who
helped with set up
and clean up, and
who “loaned” their
hill for the kids to
slide on during the
Block Party!
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“Membership has its privileges…..”
WHAT A GREAT VALUE!!!
That would be the AHCA
annual membership. For
only $20.00 per household
and $10.00 for seniors 62+,
the AHCA has offered community activities throughout the year like the block
party, dumpster day, community yard sale, community newsletter, and seasonal parties/parades for our
children, to name a few.
The AHCA membership fees
are the primary revenue

source for these community
activities. Your paid dues
also ensure your vote in
your community in accordance to the Academy
Heights By-Laws. The dues
are collected at the start of
each calendar year and can
be payable by June 30th
each year. Should you be
leasing a home in the community, pass the message
along to the lessor. The lessor may consider paying the
dues on your behalf.

Thank you and hope to see
you at future Academy
Heights community activities.
Make checks payable to:
Academy Heights Civic Association (AHCA)
P.O. Box 3250
Catonsville, MD 21228

Looking forward to summer!
Hunting Hills Swim Club is a private,
members-owned pool that has entertained Baltimore City and County
families since 1958.
Our swim club is a secluded paradise, surrounded by trees and tucked
behind the elegant Ten Hills
neighborhood. The club community is
open, welcoming and diverse, from
families with young children to empty
nesters. There are no waiting lists .

Members join for a variety of reasons:
to escape the heat of summer, play in
the pool, swim laps, compete on
swim team, sunbathe or just hang
around and chat with neighbors and
friends. .
Joining a pool can be expensive but
Hunting Hills eases the burden. We
offer reduced-rate trial memberships
so that you can get to know the pool
and the community before making a

full financial commitment.
There are also mid-season discounts
for new members and convenient
annual payment plans to make family
-fun more affordable.
For more information, contact Dianna
Bell,membership@huntinghillsswimcl
ub.com

Little Reminders…..
We live in a big community
within a small space. Please
remember to be courteous as a
neighbor. Please be courteous
in your car parking behaviors,
if you have an animal, please
keep it leashed (for the safety
of your animal, as well as the
safety and ―cleanliness‖ aspect

Caption describing
picture or graphic.

and clean up after your
pooch on your walks. Keep
an eye out for your
neighbors, especially over
the winter months, as we
don’t see each other as
much. Someone living near
you may have needs that
you are unaware of, unless
you reach out to ask. In an

earlier newsletter, we heard of
such a story, and it’s a good reminder to keep an eye out especially for our ―senior‖ neighbors.
We are fortunate to have a wonderful neighborhood, and good
neighbors help make it a great
neighborhood!

PAGE 5

Winter 2011/2012

Helpful Hints for AHCA
Just a few helpful hints for
our safety and ease of living
in AHCA:

DO:
Keep your front & back
porch light on at night...it
helps reduce crime.
Keep an eye out for your
neighbors...especially the
elderly and those with young
children.
Call 911 if you see ANYTHING unusual...Balto. Co.
Police want us to do this!
Keep pets on their leash
at all times when out of your
yard (IT’S THE LAW and
keeps your precious fourfooted family members safe).
Pick up after your
pets....dog droppings are like

candy to rats....need we say
more?

an extra set of hands for
a little while, and you
could make a difference
in their lives!

Use cans for your trash to
keep rats, birds and other
“critters” out of it.

DON’T:

Consider others when
parking (pull up / back up
close to the nearest car)

Put trash out in bags....it is
an easy meal for rats
and other pests.

Move all vehicles from
the alleys on trash pick-up
days.

Block alley access for trash
collection or emergency
vehicles...must have 12’
clearance.

Collect your cans after
pick up to keep alleys clear.
Keep your property
picked up...it just looks
better and helps property
values.
If you know of a neighbor
who is having trouble,
reach out and see if there
is any way you can help.
Sometimes they just need

Allow you pets to “go” on
your neighbor’s
lawn...even if you clean
it up it encourages other
dogs to use that spot.

Thank you for being good
neighbors!

The best part of the block party!

The calm before the store……..
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Donations Welcome!
On May 5, 2012, during
―Dumpster Day‖, Academy Heights will host a
group from the VietNam
Veterans of America, who
will be collecting
much-needed donations. Now is
a good time to go
through items
that you no
longer use/need and donate to this worthy cause.
Residents of our community are a very generous
group; we know that you
can help make a difference with your donations,
while achieving part of

your ―spring cleaning
goals‖, as well!
Your donations are urgently needed – especially
clothing. We pick
up all types and
sizes, clothing accessories, and
shoes (all kinds).
Household goods
are also appreciated like baby items,
glasswares, books, toys,
bikes, stereos, radios,
portable TVs, all bedding,
draperies, curtains, kitchenware, usable small furniture and rugs, small appliances, tools (all kinds),

jewelry and cosmetics –
almost anything!
Receipts:
The drivers picking up
your donation are required to leave a receipt
for the goods that are
picked up. However, if you
do not get a receipt one
can be issued to you by
VVA’s national office. To
request a receipt, please
email: hgsp@vva.org.
Thank you for your generosity to our veterans!

Easter Bunny - Save the Date!
Saturday, April 7, 2012, we are
planning the annual Academy
Heights Civic Association
Easter Egg Hunt.

Please join us at the Christian
Temple playground at 10:00
a.m. on Easter Saturday (April
7th).

Bring your little ones and a
basket (or other receptacle for
eggs) and join in the festivities!

If you would like to
help hide eggs,
please join us at 9:00
at the playground.
Any help is always
appreciated, and we
are happy to sign off

In addition to the goodies in
the eggs, we will also have fun
prizes.

on middle/high school volunteer hours, if your older children would like to volunteer.
Thanks!
Any questions,
call Beth
McSweeney, 410
-747-6023.
Thanks!
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More from the Fall Block Party
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APPLICATION FOR STRUCTURAL ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO DWELLINGS OR ASSOCIATED PROPERTIES IN THE
ACADEMY HEIGHTS COMMUNITY
Full Name
Street Address
Phone Number
E-mail or Other
Contact Information
Addition or Change Title (brief)
(example: ―New Rear Deck Awning‖)
Summary of change(s). Include details such as dimensions, location on property (in relation to your residence and the prop-

erty line), materials, colors and any other information that may be relevant or important in regards to the proposed project.

Please include a sketch with this letter, on the back or on an additional sheet along with your name. Sign and date each and
send two copies to Academy Heights Civic Association, ATTN: Restrictions, P.O. Box 3250, Catonsville, MD 21228.
Some changes/additions require a County Permit. Contact the Baltimore Country Department of Permits and Licenses (below)
for more information about what you plan to do and if a permit is needed. If you do not obtain a permit, a stop work order can
be filed by the County against you and may involve fines, so it is best to check beforehand. If your intended change/addition requires a permit, include a copy of the permit with this application.
Baltimore County Building Permits
111 W. Chesapeake Avenue
Towson, MD 21204
410-887-3900
Signature ________________________________

Date ______________
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