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OUR MISSION 
 

The mission of the Academy Heights Civic Association is to pre-
serve and maintain property values by enforcing our covenants 
and restrictions; protect and improve the quality of life within our 
community by enhancing the safety, welfare and interests of our 
homeowners; to gain consensus and speak as a uniform voice to 
local government; and to enhance community life by sponsoring 
gatherings and events that promote fellowship and unity. 

 
AHCA Officers 

 President:  Joe Shinault               Treasurer: Chris Waterman 
      Vice President: Rita Hall  Secretary: Meg Welsh Dandy 

 

Board of Governors 
 Linda Barnes       Mary Cummings 
 Cathy Guenterberg Doug Kampe   
 Christie Kearney Stephen Smith 
                       Adrienne Vedeloff  

  
The AHCA Community meetings are held on the  

first Tuesday of each month (no July or August meetings). 
The meetings are usually held at Mount de Sales Academy. 

 Check website for meeting updates. 
 

We encourage all new residents to attend  
and meet the board and your neighbors. 

 

All Board officers may be contacted at: 
Info@AcademyHeightsMD.org 

 

Check AcademyHeightsMD.org for more details 

  

 

The Neighborhood of Academy Heights 

Est. 1950 



ARTICLE XVIII – VOTING VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 

The Board of Governors shall maintain an official email list. This list will consist of current elected 
members of the board and shall be made available to the AHCA. The procedures for approval of 
motions via email are outlined below. 
 

Any board member may make a motion that the board conduct a vote via email. A vote by e-mail 
is not necessarily appropriate for all matters requiring board approval and the following guide-
lines should be considered when making a motion or approving a vote by email.  

1. A vote by email must be conducive to the matter being voted on. 
2. Every attempt should be made to begin a conversation regarding matters that require sub-

stantial debate or discussion prior to calling for a vote by email. 
3. Email is not suited for the conduct of a deliberative process. Thus, the matter being consid-

ered should be straightforward in nature. 
4. Good reason for a vote by email must be presented with the motion. 
 

A motion to vote by email may be made at a live meeting, or, over email. Once seconded, the 
Board shall vote, either live or via email, on the motion to conduct a vote via email. Keep in mind, 
the motion regarding voting method is distinct from the substantive motion to be voted upon.  If 
the motion to vote via email is not seconded, it will expire after five calendar days, or at the start 
of the next general or executive meeting, whichever comes first. 
 

If the motion to vote via email is approved, the President will present the substantive motion to 
be voted upon with a time deadline for the tally of votes.  If the discussion of the motion had 
already taken place among a quorum of board members at a meeting for which minutes were 
available, the motion shall be voted upon without further discussion after members not present 
at the discussion have had a reasonable opportunity to review the recording of the discussion.  
If a discussion of the substantive motion, as described above, has not yet taken place, the Presi-
dent will lay out procedural rules for a discussion via email, providing an equal opportunity for 
board members to speak on the motion. These parameters should be proportional to the broad-
ness, depth, or importance of the motion. The parameters must specify at the outset whether or 
not amendments will be considered. 
 

Any votes cast after the established time deadline are not valid.  If a quorum of votes has not 
been cast by the time deadline, the motion dies.  
 

The secretary is responsible for tallying the votes and informing the Board of the outcome. Votes 
should be circulated to all board members. If a member fails to copy the address of other board 
members on his vote, the secretary shall forward the email to the other board members. Vote by 
email does not preclude a vote from being recorded verbally or by other means. The secretary 
will be responsible for soliciting the vote of any board member who does not have access to 
email and notifying the board of any votes recorded offline. 
 

Board members should include the words “I vote No” or “I vote Yes” in the first line of their re-
sponse. If the Board member does not oppose the substantive motion, but, after discussion via 
email, feels the motion should be discussed in person, the member should vote “no” and explain 
this was the reason for voting not to approve via email. 
 

The board should review any email motions, approved or unapproved, at the start of the next 
board meeting. The secretary should include that review in the minutes of the meeting. 

 

These By-Laws are subject to future changes at the discretion of the Officers and Board of Gover-
nors. This revision has been voted on and unanimously approved by the Association Officers, 
Board of Governors and the general membership. 
 

Received: January 20, 2018 
Approved: March 6, 2018 
Retyped: March 25, 2018 
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….A little bit about Academy Heights… 
 
Academy Heights is a community of 462 neo-Colonial style row hous-
es located in Catonsville, Maryland. The neo-Colonial style became 
popular in the 1930s, thanks to John D. Rockefeller's restoration of 
Williamsburg, VA. All 462 homes conform to the same basic rectangu-
lar footprints and have slate roofs, red brick walls (running bond, with 
every 7th course alternating headers and stretchers) and white fascia 
boards. They all have six-over-six double-hung sash windows, white  
doorways with Roman Doric pilasters and fluted pediments, and front 
doors with four inset panels surmounted by two small rectangular 
windows.  
 

In front they all have porches, staircases, and walks made of cement, 
with wrought iron railings on the porches. They all have small front- 
and back yards, and service alleys in the rear. They all are two stories 
plus a basement (usually finished and containing a half-bathroom) and 
attic  (usually unfinished).  
 

The first floor contains a living room in front, dining room in the rear, 
and a kitchen adjacent to the dining room.  Upstairs are two bed-
rooms in the rear with one bedroom and a bathroom up front. All the 
rooms on the first and second floors, except for the kitchen and bath-
room, are hardwood, although some are now overlaid with carpeting.  
 

The houses come in seven sizes (plus a few anomalies), with square 
footage ranging from 1,200 to 1,512 square feet (not including the 
basement).  A very few houses were built as a residence plus apart-
ment. The houses appear in rows of from two to seven, with the most 
common number being seven.   
 

Thanks to protective covenants, all houses must retain the slate roofs, 
brick walls, cement porches and walks, but just the appearance of the 
original windows, doors and exterior woodwork. Replacement materi-
als are allowed for windows, and aluminum siding is allowed to cover 
original wood. If siding covers the doorways, the contours of the origi-
nal pilasters and dentil motifs must remain. Powder rooms, an option 
on the houses, make their presence at random, as revealed by the 
open brickwork in front of the powder room window beside the front 
door.  
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 Annual AHCA Dues 
Annual residence dues remain 

  

$20 per household,   $10 for seniors 62+   
Your dues support your Academy Heights Civic Association in many ways.  

Ensuring a safe, attractive community by enforcing community covenants.                                
Sponsoring community events (Easter Egg Hunt, Block Party, July 4th Bike  
Parade, National Night Out, Dumpster Day, Halloween Party, Yard Sales),   
Quarterly newsletters, Administrative costs for the website, PO Box, etc. 
Ensure Your vote in community issues in accordance to the AH bylaws.              

All funds raised go towards ensuring the safety  
and quality of life in Academy Heights. 

 

Make checks payable to:   
Academy Heights Civic Association (AHCA)  

PO Box 3292, Catonsville, MD 21228 
 

You may also pay online via PayPal at AcademyHeightsMD.org  
or using the Venmo app. (@Academy-Heights) 

 
       

 

     
 

Thank You for supporting Your community! 

2 

CONSIDER BEING INVOLVED 
 

There are many opportunities to be involved with the Academy Heights 
community. This neighborhood has thrived for over 70 years because of 
the dedicated efforts of many residents willing to share their time and 
talent to support our neighborhood.  All residents are encouraged to take 
part in continuing the growth, success and traditions of Academy Heights.  
 

There are many functions, tasks, and committees that could use support. 
Those include the Architecture Committee, Block Party, Easter Egg Hunt , 
National Night Out, Halloween Party, July 4th Parade and others. We are a 
civic association, not a homeowner's association. A civic association works 
to improve its neighborhood through work by volunteer residents. 
 

Also, if you have suggestions on events for the community that you would 
like to pursue, please let us know. If you have any questions or interest, 
please contact info@AcademyHeightsMD.org  

members, the President of the Board of Governors may serve as an ex officio member.  However, 
the Board President shall cast a vote only when necessary to break a tie.   
 

The term of office of each AGC member shall be two years.  A vacancy resulting from resignation, 
removal, or any other cause may be filled for the unexpired portion of the term with approval by 
a majority vote of the Board of Governors.  If a member has been appointed to succeed a person 
who had not completed a two-year term, his term will end at the ending of the respective term 
of his predecessor.  The term of office for the AGC Chair shall also be two years.  Terms will begin 
in January, coinciding with Board of Governor terms. 
 

A member of the AGC may resign at any time by giving written notice of an intent to do so, and 
such resignation will be effective immediately.  A member of the AGC may be removed if such 
action is recommended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of all the AGC members, and if such recom-
mendation is approved by a majority of the Board of Governors.   
 

If a member is absent from three consecutive AGC meetings, a vote may be taken on the ques-
tion of whether he should be removed.  The member facing removal from the AGC will be noti-
fied in writing and will be given ten days to show cause in writing.  After considering the written 
response, the AGC will vote on removal.  Removal for absences requires a majority vote of the 
AGC. 
 

APPLICATION PROCEDURES AND COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES.  Applications for changes to a 
property may be emailed, mailed, hand delivered to a Board member, or submitted at a general 
meeting, but an electronic copy via email is preferred.  The recipient of the application will for-
ward immediately to the AGC Chair.  For any applications received at least one week in advance 
of the Board meeting, the AGC will make a recommendation to the Board for consideration at the 
next meeting.  Any received thereafter will be reviewed for consideration by the Board in the 
following month.  However, the AGC will consider emergency situations at the request of the 
applicant, and may expedite a recommendation to the Board if necessary. 
 

The AGC will meet monthly to review and discuss applications. The AGC shall recommend by 
majority vote where there is not unanimity.  The Chair will furnish brief meeting minutes to the 
Board after providing opportunity for the committee members to review and comment.  These 
minutes should reflect any votes taken.  If a committee member cannot be present for a good 
cause, the chair will give that member 48 hours to provide comments and a vote on any matter 
that was before the committee at the meeting.  If no response is received within 48 hours, the 
committee will submit their recommendation without the input of the absent member. 
 

The Chair will also furnish a monthly report of recommendations on application responses and/or 
violation correspondence.  This report will include the address to which the recommendation 
applies, a brief description of the content of each application or violation, the committee’s rec-
ommendation on approval/disapproval and/or correspondence, and a brief description of the 
rationale for the committee’s decision.  When available, electronic versions of the application will 
be attached to this report.  If not available in electronic form, the paper form will be made availa-
ble for any Board member to review.  The Chair will provide this report via email to the Board at 
least 48 hours before each Board meeting to allow Board members time to review for possible 
discussion and voting at the meeting. 
 

The Board will vote to accept or reject the committee’s recommendation on each application 
and/or violation and will inform the applicant or violating party in writing.  The correspondence 
shall provide an opportunity for an applicant to request to present his case to the Board for re-
consideration at either a general meeting, a Board meeting, or a special meeting called by the 
President of the Board. 
 

The Board will refer complaints to the AGC for consideration and recommendation, but the AGC 
will not actively seek out violations.  However, the AGC will conduct two yearly neighborhood 
inspections, one in the spring and one in the fall, and report its findings to the Board.  
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(30) days prior to the following General Meeting after such notice is delivered, usually during the 
month of December, if feasible, but at the next General Meeting if no December General Meeting 
is held. A nominee must be a Regular Member in good standing by the date he/she assumes the 
elected position. The votes shall be counted by an Election Committee that will consist of two 
members of the Board of Governors and two Regular Members of the Association in good stand-
ing present at the General Meeting and nominated from the floor. 
  
SECTION 3.  Those elected take office at the next Association Meeting following the election. 
 
SECTION 4.  In the event of declination of any nominee or election right, nominations to fill the 
vacancy shall be made directly from the floor. 
 

ARTICLE XV - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
 

SECTION 1.  Fiscal Year: The fiscal year of the Association shall end on the last day of December of 
each year. 
 
SECTION 2.  Amendments: The By-Laws of the Association may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) 
vote of the Regular Members in good standing present at any General Meeting of the Association, 
provided, however, that due notice of the proposed amendments and time of the meeting at 
which a vote shall take place shall be submitted in writing to Members prior to the Meeting.  
Members shall be notified of the meeting and proposed amendments no less than 35 days prior 
to the vote. 
 

ARTICLE XVI - LEGAL FEES; ASSESSMENT OF 
 

SECTION 1.  Any Member who is found in violation of the Academy Heights Architectural Guide-
lines or Covenant of Restrictions will be mailed a written violation notice by the Board of Gover-
nors. 
 
SECTION 2.  The violating Member will be given a SECOND written notice if the Member has failed 
to correct the violation within the initial sixty-day notice. Failure to correct the violation within 
Thirty (30) days of the SECOND written violation notice will result in the matter being referred to 
the Academy Heights’ attorney for further action including the filing of a complaint to enforce the 
Restrictive Covenants. 
 

SECTION 3.  The violating Member shall be liable to the Association for all collection and/or en-
forcement costs, including legal fees, incurred by the Association in order to resolve the violation. 
Refusal of the violating Member to pay the collection and enforcement costs of the Association 
may result in a lien being placed against the real property of the homeowner pursuant to Title 14, 
Subtitle 2 of the Real Property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, the “Maryland Contract 
Lien Act.” 
 

ARTICLE XVII – ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES COMMITTEE 
 

PURPOSE. The purpose of the Architectural Guidelines Committee (AGC) is to assist the Board in 
the administration of the Covenant of Restrictions on behalf of the Academy Heights Civic Associa-
tion (AHCA), subject to the review and direction of the AHCA as provided below, in the interest of 
maintaining the appearance and architectural integrity of the Academy Heights community and 
promoting the appreciation of individual property values.  
 
MEMBERS. The number of members of the AGC shall be a number of regular members in good 
standing not to exceed six, which can include Board members.  Nomination is not required, but 
each member must be approved by a majority vote of the Board of Governors.  Members of the 
AGC shall elect a Chair by majority vote.  Each AGC member shall be entitled to one vote on any 
matter submitted to a vote of the members.  At times the AGC is comprised of an even number of  
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TRASH COLLECTION 
Trash and Recycle collections are each once per week.  Recycling pickup is on 
Monday mornings.  Trash pickup is on Thursday mornings. Yard materials are 
collected with trash. Do not block alley ways on pickup mornings. More collec-
tions details, holiday pickups and landfill information can be found at 
www.baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/publicworks/solid_waste 
 

NEWSLETTER & LITTLE LIBRARY 
The Academy Heights Newsletter is published quarterly for all residents.  It is 
delivered to everyone’s porch railing. Copies are available at our Little Library 
located at Northdale and Greenlow Roads. Archived issues can be viewed on 
the community website. 

 

LIGHTS ON 
Before you turn in at night,  TURN ON YOUR OUTDOOR LIGHTS, FRONT & BACK. 
If you cannot remember, try a light switch timer, a dusk to dawn sensor or 
smartbulb. Some alley areas can become extremely dark. This small effort as-
sists in making our neighborhood a little safer and helps deter unwanted activi-

PARKING ETIQUETTE   
Academy Heights has limited parking space, so residents need to show some 
respect and park wisely.  
 

Residents should be able to park one car in front (or near) their home. Multi-
car residents should be using the alleys, parking in areas not in front of homes 
(Northdale, open sides of Whitfield or Northdale, end of street) or a parking 
pad.  When parking in alleys, 12 feet must be allowed for trash and emergency 
vehicles to pass. 
 

A vehicle not being used for some extended time should also be parked else-
where and not take up a space on your block or in front of a neighbor. 
 

Residents should be aware of spacing when parking their vehicles, so that we 
are maximizing the space available. Obviously, it is difficult to control guest 
and work vehicle parking .  
 

Yes, these are public streets and the parking situation will always be a chal-
lenge.  

We just ask that all residents be courteous and respectful of  
their neighbors when parking vehicles.  
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Join our Facebook Group 
www.facebook.com/groups/academyheightsmd 

 

View our Community Website 
www.academyheightsmd.org 

 

Join our E-Mailing List 
www.academyheightsmd.org/newsletter 



Helpful Numbers 

Animal Control - for excessive dog barking - 410-887-PAWS 

Animals Licenses (Dog & Cat) - 410-887-3630 

BGE (Baltimore Gas & Electric)- 410-685-0123 

Building Inspections—410-887-3953 

Bulk Trash  - 410-887-2000 

Catonsville Library—410-887-0951 

Code Enforcement - for dog feces - 410-887-3351 

Fire Department (Non-Emergency) - 410-887-4500 

Libraries Administrative Offices - 410-887-6100 

Pest Control - 410-887-8099 

Police Department (Non-emergency) 410-887-2214 

Post Office Catonsville -  410-719-9661 

Recreation & Parks- 410-887-3871 

Recycling (Residential) - 410-887-2000 

Roads/Streets - maintenance/repairs - 410-887-3560 

Sanitary Sewer Problem (Public Works)- 410-887-7415 

Senior Information & Assistance - 410-887-2594  

Snow/Storm Emergency - 410-887-3560 

Street Lights (Outage) - 410-685-0123 

Traffic (Lights & Signs) - 410-887-3554 

Transportation - 410-887-4321 

Trash Refuse Collection - 410-887-2000 

Water - problems with drinking water- 410-396-5352 

Zoning - 410-887-3352 
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be called by the President when such meetings are considered essential to the conducting of 
Association business. 
 
SECTION 2.  The Board of Governors shall be responsible for the management and control of the 
Association and its properties. The Board shall authorize payments it shall deem necessary and 
proper to the operation of the Association; shall exercise general supervision over the interest 
and affairs of the Association; and it shall establish and enforce rules of the government of the 
Association. 
 
SECTION 3.  The Board of Governors shall notify Members in writing of its intent to vote on 
changes to the Architectural Guidelines. The notification shall be made no less than 35 days prior 
to the vote and shall include the date of the meeting when the vote will take place and shall 
detail the proposed changes. 
  

ARTICLE XI - TERM OF OFFICE OF OFFICERS AND BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
 

All Elected Officers shall serve for the term of one (1) calendar year and be elected by receiving 
the most votes tabulated at the Meeting. The fourteen (14) elected Members of the Board of 
Governors shall serve as follows: seven (7) to serve for a term of two (2) years; the remaining 
seven (7) to serve originally for a term of one (1) year, to be reelected or replaced at the close of 
the first term for a period of two (2) full years, thus leaving but seven (7) Members of the Board 
of Governors to be elected each succeeding year. The most recently retired President of the Civic 
Association shall serve as long as he/she retains said position. 
 

ARTICLE XII - QUORUM 
 

SECTION 1.  General Meetings of the Association announced in accordance with Article IV will 
require a quorum of fifteen (15) Regular Members, including the Board of Governors, in order to 
transact the business of the Association. 
 
SECTION 2.  A majority of the current members of the Board of Governors shall constitute 
a quorum for Board meetings, if at least one of those present is an officer.  Except in cases in 
which it is by statute, by the charter or by the by-laws otherwise provided, the vote of a majority 
of such quorum at a duly constituted meeting shall be sufficient to elect and pass any measure. 
In the absence of a quorum, the Board members present, by majority vote and without notice 
other than by announcement, may adjourn the meeting until a quorum shall attend. At any such 
adjourned meeting at which a quorum is met, any business may be transacted which might have 
been transacted at the meeting as originally notified. 
 

ARTICLE XIII - DUES 
 

The dues of Regular Members and of Associate Members of the Association shall be Twenty 
Dollars ($20.00) per household per year. Seniors, persons 62 years and older, dues shall be Ten 
Dollars ($10.00) per household, per year, payable to the Association on or before June 30th of 
each year. Failure to pay the Association dues on or before June 30th will result in the inability of 
any member to vote at a General Meeting of the Association, after June 30th of any year, and 
pays the appropriate dues within ninety (90) days of settlement of the property, shall be entitled 
to vote at the next General Meeting of the Association. 
 

ARTICLE XIV - ELECTIONS 
 

SECTION 1.  At the General Meeting in the Fall of each calendar year, usually during the month of 
October, if feasible, but at the next General Meeting if no October General Meeting is held, nom-
inations will be taken from the floor by Regular Members of the Association in good standing and 
shall be seconded. 
 
SECTION 2.  All nominations shall be publicized by notices to be sent to households at least thirty 

13 



by a majority vote of currently serving Board members.  Absence shall include those instances in 
which a Board member is more than 30 minutes late for a scheduled meeting.  When this number 
of absences is reached, a Board member may invoke the procedures for removal.  The member 
facing removal will be notified in writing and will be given ten days to show cause in writing.  After 
considering the written response, the Board will vote on removal. 
 
SECTION 4.  The members of the Board of Governors will meet as provided in Article X below. 
 
SECTION 5.  All meetings of the Board of Governors shall be held at a place designated by the Presi-
dent of the Association. 
 

ARTICLE VII - DUTIES OF THE PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT 
 
SECTION 1.  The President shall: be the Presiding Officer at all General Meetings and Board of Gov-
ernors Meetings of the Association; call special meetings at the request of ten (10) or more Regular 
Members when made in writing; appoint and have jurisdiction over all working committees; repre-
sent the Membership of the Association in all civic matters except when such representation is 
specifically designated by the Members to be a committee or group named for such purposes; and, 
otherwise conduct the business affairs of the Association performing any other duties normally 
considered as appertaining to the office. In the absence of the President at any meeting, the Presid-
ing Officer to take charge will follow this order: Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, or any Mem-
ber of the Board of Governors. The President shall also act as Chairperson of the Board of Gover-
nors and shall preside at all Board of Governors Meetings. In the absence of the President, the 
Presiding Officers shall follow the order above named. 
 
SECTION 2.  The duties of the Vice President are to act as President in the latter’s absence and to 
assist the President in his/her official duties. The Vice President shall have other powers and shall 
perform such other duties as may be assigned him/her by the Board of Governors or by the Presi-
dent.  
 

ARTICLE VIII -DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY 
 

The Secretary shall be responsible for the performance of all usual duties appertaining to the office 
of Secretary including the permanent recording minutes of each meeting and the reading of those 
minutes at each succeeding meeting, and this responsibility also includes acting as Secretary to the 
Board of Governors. The Secretary shall be responsible for all correspondence of the Association 
and of the Board of Governors; shall maintain a current mailing list of residents; and shall arrange 
for preparation and distribution of notices. At the discretion of the Board of Governors, the Secre-
tary may be reimbursed for expenditures incurred in rendering services to the Association. 
 

ARTICLE IX - DUTIES OF THE TREASURER 
 

The Treasurer shall be responsible for handling and maintaining the funds of the Association; keep-
ing full and complete records of all receipts and disbursement; preparing and filing financial reports 
quarterly with the Board of Governors, or at any other time when he/she might be called on for 
reports by the Board of Governors, and keeping a bank account(s) in a federally insured banking 
institution.  The Treasurer shall be responsible for the payment of all proper debts of the Associa-
tion, but checks, in order to be honored by the Association, shall be signed by any two (2) of the 
four (4) Officers of the Association.  The Treasurer shall otherwise transact any and all other duties 
that normally appertain to the office of the Treasurer of an Association.  The Treasurer shall make 
all financial records available for audit by a committee annually. 
 

ARTICLE X - DUTIES OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
 

SECTION 1.  The Board of Governors shall constitute the Executive body of the Association and shall 
hold Regular Executive Meetings each month, except during the summer months, or meetings may  
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Helpful Websites 
Baltimore County Government 
www.baltimorecountymd.gov 
 

Baltimore County Public Schools 
www.bcps.org 
 
Baltimore County Public Library (Catonsville) 
www.bcpl.info/locations/catonsville 
 

Catonsville Farmer Market (Wednesdays) 
www.catonsvillefarmersmarket.com 
  
Catonsville July 4th Celebration 
www.catonsvillecelebrations.org 
         
Catonsville's Rails To Trails (Walking & Biking)  
www.catonsvillerailstotrails.org 
  
Code Enforcement Complaints & Search 
www.baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/permits/
codeenforcement/codecomplaint.html 
 
Greater Catonsville Chamber of Commerce 
www.catonsville.org 
 
Lurman Woodland Theatre 
www.lurman.com 
 
Maryland State Government 
www.maryland.gov 
 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
www.dnr.state.md.us 
 
Rental License and Search 
www.baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/permits/
rentalregistration/reports.html 
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Schools 
 

Elementary Schools 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

Middle Schools 
 

Catonsville Middle 
2301 Edmondson Avenue 

Catonsville, MD 21228 
catonsvillems.bcps.org 

  
 

High Schools 
 

Catonsville High 
421 Bloomsbury Avenue 
Catonsville, MD 21228 
catonsvillehs.bcps.org 

 
Mount de Sales Academy 

700 Academy Road 
Catonsville, MD  21228 

mountdesalesacademy.org 

Westowne Elementary 
401 Harlem Lane 

Catonsville, MD 21228  
westownees.bcps.org 

 
Saint Agnes School 
603 St. Agnes Lane 

Baltimore, MD  21229 
stagnesschool.net 

Saint Mark School 
26 Melvin Avenue 

Catonsville, MD  21228 
 stmark-school.org 

  
Emmanuel Lutheran School 

929 Ingleside Avenue 
Catonsville, MD  21228 

elsbaltimore.org 
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ARTICLE V - MEMBERSHIP AND VOTING 
 
SECTION 1.  Membership in the Association shall be of two (2) kinds: (1) Regular Membership and (2) 
Associate Membership. All persons living within the geographic area of the Association as described in 
Article III are considered “Members” for the purposes of these By-Laws. Regular Members and Associ-
ate Members are sometimes collectively referred to as “Members”.  Regular Membership in the Asso-
ciation is limited to persons owning the real property situated within the geographic area designated 
as that served by the Association.  Associate Membership in the Association is limited to (1) persons 
residing in a home located within the geographic area designated as that served by the Association, 
but who are not the owners of the real property, and (2) persons residing in localities nearby or adja-
cent to the geographic area served by the Association. 
 
SECTION 2.  Regular Members in good standing are entitled to one (1) vote per household for any 
business presented for a vote at any General Meeting of the Association. All elections shall be had, and 
all questions shall be decided by a majority of the votes cast at a duly constituted General Meeting of 
the Association, except as otherwise provided by law, in the Articles of Incorporation of the Associa-
tion or by these Amended By-Laws.  Only Regular Members in good standing at the time of any 
Meeting of the Association or a meeting of the Board of Governors shall be entitled to cast a vote on 
any matter brought before the Association or the Board of Governors. In no event shall any Associate 
Member of the Association be entitled to vote on matters affecting the Regular Members or on any 
matters pertaining to the operation of the Association. 
 
SECTION 3.  Membership in good standing is contingent on payment of any and all annual dues im-
posed by the Association upon its Members, as specified in Article XIII hereafter. 
 
SECTION 4.  At all meetings of Members, each Regular Member in good standing may vote in person or 
by proxy. All proxies shall be in writing and filed with the Secretary on a meeting to meeting basis. 
Every proxy shall be revocable and shall automatically cease upon conveyance by the Regular Member 
of his/her real property located within the Association geographic area. 
  

ARTICLE VI - OFFICERS AND BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
 
SECTION 1.  The Officers of the Association shall consist of a President, a Vice-President, a Secretary 
and a Treasurer.  In the event that any office, other than an office required by law, shall not be filled, 
or, once filled, subsequently becomes vacant, then such office is filled in accordance with the provi-
sions of these By-Laws. 
 
SECTION 2.  Eleven (11) Regular Members of the Association other than the President, Vice-President, 
Secretary and Treasurer, shall constitute the office of the official Board of Governors, ten (10) of whom 
shall be elected by the Regular Members of the Association and one (1) – the most recently retired 
President – shall serve automatically on the Board of Governors for as long as he is eligible to be a 
Regular Member of the Association.  If the most recently retired President cannot serve, or declines to 
serve, an additional Regular Member may also be elected by the Regular Members. 
 
SECTION 3.  In the event of a vacancy in any office or on the Board of Governors for any reason, such 
vacancy shall be filled by a majority vote of the Board of Governors present at any meeting of the 
Board of Governors, providing a quorum has been met, as described in Article XII. 
 
Removal.  Any Board member may be removed by a unanimous vote of the other serving Board mem-
bers whenever, in the greater Board’s judgment, the best interests of the Association will be served 
thereby. 
 
Removal of Board Members for Non-Attendance. Absence by a Board member from three (3) consecu-
tive scheduled meetings or from six (6) scheduled meetings during the 12-month period following an 
election could constitute grounds for that member's immediate removal from office  
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AMENDED BY-LAWS  
OF 

ACADEMY HEIGHTS CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
  

  
ARTICLE I – NAME 

 
This body shall be called ACADEMY HEIGHTS CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INCORPORATED, of Baltimore 
County, Maryland (Association). 
 

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE 
 
The Association is an organization formed for all and any purposes as shall be conducive to the 
best interest of all persons of the community it represents (defined by Article III). It shall seek to 
bring about public improvements in the Academy Heights area: it shall serve residents of the 
Academy Heights area – all in a like manner – to their best interests in community matters. It shall 
put into operation processes for the betterment of civic conditions generally and aid in rectifying 
difficulties of a civic nature for groups and for individuals residing in the Academy Heights district. 
It shall be considered the representative body of all of its members and shall be the authorized 
organization to represent Academy Heights’ citizens in civic matters of common interest relating 
to the Academy Heights area – subject to the majority vote of the Members of the Association or 
its Board of Governors. 
 

ARTICLE III - AREA TO BE SERVED 
 
The area to be served by the Association and from which it may draw its Regular Membership and 
Board of Governors is the subdivision known as Academy Heights and is the geographical area 
bounded as follows:  The North side of Edmonson Avenue on the South, the South side of Acade-
my Road on the North, the East side of Lambeth Road on the East, Whitfield Road on the West, 
and the entire extent of Regent Park Road and Northdale Road. 
 

ARTICLE IV - GENERAL MEETINGS 
 
SECTION 1.  The General Meeting of the Association shall be held upon the dates and at the time 
and place as to be determined by the Board of Governors, but no less often than required by 
these By-Laws. Written notice of each meeting of the Association shall be provided to each Mem-
ber. If a scheduled General Meeting is not held for circumstances beyond the control of the Asso-
ciation, the General Meeting will not be rescheduled, and business scheduled for the cancelled 
General Meeting will be held at the following General Meeting. 
 
SECTION 2.  A minimum of two (2) General Meetings of the Association are to be held during each 
calendar year. 
 
SECTION 3.  The presence in person of at least fifteen (15) Regular Members of the Association 
shall constitute a quorum at all General Meetings of the Association, except as otherwise provid-
ed by Law, in the Articles Incorporation or by these By-Laws. 
  
SECTION 4. General Meetings of the Regular Members shall be presided over by the President of 
the Association or, if the President is not present, by a Vice President, or, if none of said officers is 
present, by a Chairperson to be elected at the meeting. The Secretary of the Association shall act 
as secretary of such meetings; in the absence of the Secretary, the presiding officer may appoint a 
person to act as a Secretary of the meeting. 
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Your Representatives 
 
Governor:  
 Wes Moore 
 

Lt. Governor:  
 Aruna Miller 
 

Attorney General:   
 Anthony Brown 
 

Comptroller:  
 Brooke Lierman 
 

US Senators:  
 Benjamin L. Cardin  &  Christopher Van Hollen Jr. 
 

US Representative: 7th District Congressman 
 Kweisi Mfume—410-719-8777 

 

State Senator: District 44 
 Charles E. Sydnor  -  charles.sydnor@senate.state.md.us  
  410-841-3612 

 

State Delegates: District 44A 
 Eric Ebersole  -  eric.ebersole@house.state.md.us 
  410-841-3328 
     

Baltimore County Executive:  
 John A. Olszewski, Jr. – 410-887-2450 
                

Baltimore County Council: District 1 
 Patrick Young—council1@baltimorecountymd.gov  
  410-887-0896 
 

Baltimore County Police: 
 Colonel Dennis J. Delp  
 

Precinct 1—Wilkens Commander:  
 Captain Craig Mitchell—410-887-0872  
 

BCPD Community Outreach: 
 Officer Keith Boone—kboone@baltimorecountymd.gov 
  410-887-5165 
 

Polling Place—Precinct 01-800 
 Westowne Elementary School 
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Academy Heights Covenant of Restrictions 
 

Academy Heights is an attractive and desirable community. The houses are well constructed and 
maintained. Residents enjoy good property values and a high standard of life. The reason: The 
Covenant of Restrictions are respected and enforced. In 1949 Academy Heights was planned as a 
distinguished housing development. To maintain this status, restrictions affecting the outside 
appearance of the homes were imposed on present and future owners and occupants. By pur-
chasing a home in Academy Heights, you have agreed to comply with these Restrictions, even if 
you were not informed of or did not receive a copy of the Restrictions at settlement. The Cove-
nant of Restrictions, a part of your deed, is an official document recorded among land records of 
Baltimore County. Briefly, the Restrictions state: “No additions or alterations of any exterior part 
of the property can be made until plans showing the kind, nature, shape, height, colors, materials 
and location of such additions or alternations be submitted and approved by the Academy 
Heights Civic Association Board of Governors.” Homeowners are expected to maintain the exteri-
or of their homes in good condition and make necessary repairs as needed. The Board of Gover-
nors has the right to ensure that these repairs and maintenance are performed so as to preserve 
good property values and the integrity of the community.  The Academy Heights Civic Association 
Officers and Board Members adopted the following guidelines to assist homeowners with fre-
quently requested alterations:  
 

1.  All gutters and down spouts must be of copper construction or aluminum painted white or 
brown.  

2.  All windows, except basement windows, must have a grille pattern matching the original 
windows, dividing the window into 12 equal sections; smaller windows in side bays divided 
into 4 equal sections. Glass block may be used for basement windows.  

3.  All exterior trim and doors MUST be white and of original design. Any glass in exterior entry 
doors must be clear glass. Rear-facing basement entry doors may be of original design or 
may be replaced with a solid, six (6) panel door for increased security, if desired. Trim and 
doors must be free from peeling paint and no bare wood may be visible. If trim is to be 
covered with either aluminum or vinyl, it must conform to the original design.  

4.  All front entranceways must have a storm door. All storm doors must be either aluminum 
or wood, painted white, and at least half of the construction open for glass or screen.  

5.  Decks & Porches:  
A drawing of the deck/porch, showing dimensions, position and materials should be sub-
mitted with the application. Applicants must confirm with Baltimore County if a building or 
related permit is required, and if so required, secure the appropriate permit. Permits are gen-
erally required for deck construction.  Committee will verify construction onsite upon comple-
tion. 
Front Porches and steps must be of original design and constructed of concrete. Front porch 
railings must be forest green or black. (wrought iron only).   
Rear porches/decks are allowed only in the rear area of the house and may be constructed of 
steel, concrete, wood, or composite wood materials. Wood or composite decking material 
must be natural wood color (or stained a natural wood color). Composite railings may be 
white or black; wood railings may be stained a natural wood color. Steel decks and steel rail-
ings must be painted forest green or black. Alternate building materials are subject to approv-
al by the Architectural Committee on a case-by-case basis. Structures may not be wider than 
the width of the home, less 6” from the side property lines (when adjoining an inside-of-group 
home). Structures may extend up to 12 feet from the home’s rear wall. An additional parallel 
stair landing cannot extend either side of the structure beyond 16’from the rear wall. 

6.  Mailboxes must be black, green or brass. If black or brass, they attach to the brick in front 
of the home just below the house numbers or if green to the side of the porch railing  if it is 
green.  
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7. House numbers must be black, or brass placed on a white piece of wood and attached to 
the brick in front of the home just below the porch light.  

8.  Front porch lights must be black or brass.  
9.  Awnings on front and side of the property, must be seasonal of canvas or cloth only. For-

est green color only with edge trimmed in white or green. The awnings must be removed 
for the winter season. The supports and poles may remain standing through the year. 
Awnings on rear of property, may be of any variety or type desired by the homeowner, 
but they must not be visible from the front of the home or extend beyond the house line. 
If canvas, green or brick in color; if metal, green or white.  

10. Roofing materials for townhomes must be natural slate, gray or black in color. Synthetic 
slate, gray or black in color, may be used for roofs of garages with the style and color sub-
ject to Board approval.  

11. Fences may be constructed only in the rear of property or side yard of end unit properties 
and must not extend beyond the chimney at the end of group homes. The fence must be 
chain link or picket style. Fences may not exceed a height of 48”. Chain link fence color 
must be forest green, silver, or galvanized steel. Picket fences may be painted or treated 
with a protective stain with the color subject to Board approval. Picket fences must have 
1/2” min. spacing. 

 A privacy fence may be installed from the rear wall of the house along the property line up 
to ½ length of the yard, but no more than 16 feet long.  The fence may be not more than 6 
feet tall and cannot be solid panels; there may be pickets (1/2” min. spacing) or shadowbox 
construction. Privacy fences must be built as self-supporting structures, with posts an-
chored into the ground. All materials and design must receive Board approval. 

12.Storage sheds and any exterior structure must be in the rear of the property only.   Struc-
tures must not exceed 9.5” in peak height AND must not exceed 80 square feet  

 and 8’x10’. All materials and design must receive Board approval.  
13. Swimming pools must be temporary in the rear of the property and removed in the fall 

and winter seasons.  
14. All masonry foundations must be painted white, gray or sandstone.  
15. Attic vents must be in the rear of the house, not visible from the front of the home and 

painted brown or black.  
16. The use of DBS, MMDS and TVBS satellite dishes is acceptable. Dishes may not exceed 30 

inches in diameter. Approval for installation, including location, must be received from the 
Architectural Committee 30 days prior to installation. Refer to satellite dish installation 
guidelines.  

When planning an improvement or change to your property, you MUST SUBMIT a plan of your 
project to the ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE 30 DAYS BEFORE you begin work. The burden is 
on the homeowner, not the Board of Governors. The Architectural Committee will review the 
application and issue a letter of approval or denial as the application may warrant. Restrictions 
violations may be reported by any resident to the Board of Governors or any member of the 
Architectural Committee. Report violations promptly. The neighborhood will benefit from the 
elimination of an unsightly or dangerous condition and the homeowner may be spared a costly 
removal if warned in time. Enforcement is handled by the Civic Association, who will investi-
gate the complaint and, if necessary, send a violation notice. The homeowner is given 60 days 
to correct the violation. If not corrected in this time frame, the Association’s attorney will 
begin legal action. The violating homeowner will be responsible for any and all legal fees in-
curred by the Association to correct the violation.  
This list is NOT exhaustive.  
Approved by Board of Governor’s vote; December 6, 2022; Retyped Dec. 8, 2022 
 

Change Application is located on  academyheightsmd.org 
 


