Summer, 2011

Academy Heights Civic Association
P.O. Box 3250
Catonsville, MD 21228
PRESIDENT'S
I would (ike to wish all of my Academy Heights neighbors a healthy
and hopefully fun-filled summer.
This summer promises at least one
major change for our neighborhood.
After numerous attempts over many
years, traffic calming will be put into
place to alleviate some potential traffic dangers. These changes have
only come to fruition through the
work of your Board of Governors,
County Councilman Tom Quirk, Baltimore County Highway officials, and
the principal and staff of our
neighbors at the Mount de Sales
Academy.
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Not to be forgotten in being part of
this success are the people who live
in close proximity to where the traffic
calming will be constructed. An approval rating of over 75% of residents of homes most affected
needed to be achieved for the

CORNER

County to move forward with the
project. Construction is to begin in
July of this year, and will not take
long to complete. The calming measures will be on Northdale Road and
at the intersections of Northdale and
Whitfield, Greenlow, and Stratford
Roads. The devices are to be aesthetically in keeping with the
neighborhood with a brick-like appearance.
I would also like to remind everyone
of our annual 4th of July Bike Parade,
an Academy Heights tradition.
Watch the listserv for volunteer opportunities, or call Beth McSweeney
at 410-747-6023 if you are interested
in helping out with this event.
Have a safe summer and don't forget
about our annual Block Party being
planned for this fall!
John McSweeney, President, AHCA

Block Party - Save the Date! 11
Remember how much fun we all had at the
block party last year? The annual AHCA Block
Party will be held Saturday, Sep^mber, J 7
2011. We are looking for volunteers, and
details will follow soon. Be sure to put 9/17
on your calendar now! To volunteer, email
George Brookhart at
georgebrookhart@verizon.net.
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EASTER EGG
Easter Egg Hunt - The Easter Egg Hunt
was delayed by rain this year, and was
held on the Saturday after Easter, April
30. Despite the rain delay, we had a
good number of children show up to
participate. We also again had to
remain vigilant our neighborhood
seems to be populated with squirrels
that possess pretty strong sweettooths! Approximately 1100 eggs were
retrieved by the children, and in
addition to Easter candy, there were
also prize eggs that netted the

recipients the opportunity to select a small
gift to take home with them.
A special thank you to our "Easter Elves",
Emma and Abby Rosen-Kantt, and to
Suzanne Kantt, for the stuffing and hiding of
those 1100 eggs. There were also several
other volunteer parents who assisted upon
their arrival, and a huge thank you to those
parents, for ensuring the safety of the children hunting (by monitoring boundaries),
and for their help ensuring that all eggs
were located and put back into the egg
storage boxes.

AHCA SHOUT-OUT
•

Thank you to Dan Rosen, for manning the "metals" dumpster.
and donating the proceeds ($42) from the recyclable goods to
support the 2011 Block Party!

•

Thank you to Joe Cleaver for coordinating the AHCA Dumpster

Day!

Do you have a "shout-out" to someone? An announcement
you'd like to make to the neighborhood? Your special thoughts
can appear here in the next edition!
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UPDATED

GUIDELINE ON

At the June, 2011 Academy
Heights Civic Association Meeting,
a vote was taken on a proposal to
allow an alternative style door on
th e basement reaMacing entry
doors only. This vote was held in
response to homeowner input.
The new guideline will read (with
amended guideline italicized and
underlined): "All exterior trim and
doors must be white and of original design. Any glass in exterior
entry doors must be dear glass.

BASEMENT DOORS

Rear facing basement entry doors
maybe of original design or may
be replaced with a solid six (61
panel door for increased security, if
desired. Trim and doors must be
free from peeling paint and no
bare wood visible. If trim is to be
covered with either aluminum or
vinyl, it must conform to the original design".
An example of the alternate permitted door is shown here:

The Academy Heights Fourth of July Bike Parade will be held at 10 a.m. on
7/4/2011. The parade line-up will begin shortly before 10:00 at the top of the
alley between Whitfield Road and Greenlow Road (top of the 400 block). The
neighborhood children are encouraged to decorate their bicycles, wagons,
strollers, or their pets and join in to celebrate our Independence Day!
We are also looking for volunteers to help with the event, and for donations of
cookies or other snacks for the post-parade celebration at the Christian Temple
Park. If you are interested in helping out or donating "goodies", please contact
Beth McSweeney atjohnmcsweeney@comcast.net or 410-747-6023.
See you on the 4 th III

Your paid
membership helps to
fund activities
including the Block
Party, Halloween
Kids' Party, Easter
Egg Hunt, and
ensures your vote in
your community.
$20.00 per
household and
$10.00 for seniors
62+. Make checks
payable to:
Academy Heights
Civic Association
P.O. Box 3560
Catonsville, MD
21228
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C O M M U N I T Y

blackberries, raspberries, blueberries,
and white sugar; set aside.

Triple Berry Crisp
»
•
•
»
•
•
«
»
»
•

THE
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3/4 cup fresh blackberries
3/4 cup fresh raspberries
3/4 cup fresh blueberries
2 tablespoons white sugar
1 cup all-purpose flour
i cup rolled oats
3/4 cup packed brown sugar
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg
3/4 cup butter

In a separate large bowl, combine flour,
oats, brown sugar, cinnamon, and nutmeg. Cut in butter until crumbly.
Press half of mixture in the bottom of a
9x13 inch pan. Cover with berries. Sprinkle remaining crumble mixture over the
berries.
Bake in the preheated oven for 30 to 40
minutes, or until fruit is bubbly and topping is golden brown.

In a large bowl, gently toss together

PORCH
Keeping your porch
lights (both front and
back) on at night is
one of the best deterrents to potential
criminal activity in
neighborhoods.
Running a 60-watt
bulb for 8 hours a
night costs mere pen-

LIGHTS

nies (less than a quarter per day), and
helps to ensure that
yards are well-lit and
unwelcome to
strangers. That cost
is cut even more
greatly by the use of
CFL light bulbs. Use
ofCFLs, the'twisty"-

looking bulbs, helps
cut down on electricity used; a 13-watt
CFL bulb emits the
same amount of light
as a regular 60-watt
bulb.
So, be sure to turn
those lights on each
night!

PLACE YOUR AD HERE!
Do you have a service that you perform, and would
like to advertise to
your neighbors?
As a resident of
AHCA, you can

place an ad in this
newsletter for just
$10 to tell the
neighborhood of
your pet care, lawn
service, housesitting, child care or

other small
business.
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WHITFIELD
This past month residents of
Academy Heights took on the
daunting task of eradicating
years of green growth that engulfed the hill on the 400 block
of Whitfield Road. The weed
hunters began Phase I - The
Knock Down - on Dumpster
Weekend, and in three hours
filled an entire dumpster until it
overflowed with large limbs and
other debris. The following
weekend, neighbors returned
to the hillside for Phase II - the
Cut Down. With Eric Volkmann
and David Ramsay behind the
bush hog, and a group of
neighbors standing ready to

ROAD

BEAUTIFICATION

clear away the debris, the
hillside began to become a
place where gardens might
someday grow. Now that the
momentum has begun, Phase
III - Mower Maintenance - is
planned for Saturday, July 2.
Neighbors will rev up their
mowers to begin the challenging maintenance phase. Anyone who has an old working
mower that could be donated to
the project or anyone who
wants to join the Whitfield Road
Beautification Project, should
contact Mary Ellen O'Ferrall at
mebo@ihu.edu.

Work that still lies ahead for this
project includes the creation of
flower gardens and control of the
relentless groundcover, kudzu.
Collaboration efforts are underway with Mount de Sales and
the Maryland Extension Service. Keep your eye on the
hill...one idea that is growing in
popularity is the use of goats to
control kudzu!!!
Many towns have been using the four legged weed eaters , who think Kudzu is caviar.
Mary Ellen O'Ferrall

Traffic Calming comes to Academy Heights
For the last several years the AHCA has been lobbying local politicians to have traffic calming devices installed in our community. With the help of
Sister Anne Catherine of Mt. de Sales, Councilman
Tom Quirk and the Baltimore County Bureau of
Traffic Engineering our many years of persistence
has paid off.
The county has agreed to install traffic calming devices on Northdale Rd and at the following intersections:
Whitfield Rd. and Northdale Rd
Greenlow Rd. and Northdale Rd.
Stratford Rd. and Northdale Rd.
Work is scheduled to begin in July and should be
completed by August 1.
- - Joe Cleaver

MiliiNr-tf-NtlahBor Ssrvlcii
Lawn-cutting, weeding, mulching
Peter Sheehan: -410-747-0526
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Pet owners are reminded that Baltimore County Code requires certain responsible actions by
the owner. Some excerpts from the County Code include:
•
When off the owner's property, all dogs and cats must be walked on a leash. If
chained outside, chains must have swivels. Chain collars may not be used, except when
training.
•
An owner of an animal may not allow the animal to be an animal at large.
•
A person may not own, harbor, or keep a dog, cat, or ferret in the county over 4
months old unless the dog, cat, or ferret has been vaccinated in a manner and with the
frequency to provide the animal with continuous protection against rabies.
•
A license tag shall be securely affixed to a collar, harness, or other device on an individual dog or cat and shall be worn at all times by the dog or cat except while the dog
or cat:
o Remains indoors or in any enclosed yard or pen;
o Attends training classes, dog or cat shows, competitions, or obedience or field trials;
or
o Is hunting, while accompanied by the owner.

•
A person may not own, keep, or harbor an unlicenced dog or cat over 4 months old
within the county.
•
The owner of an animal shall remove excreta deposited by the animal on public byways, recreational areas, or private property.
There have been recent concerns expressed by our neighbors that some of the County regulations regarding pets are not being followed by some pet owners. On numerous occasions, dogs
have been observed running into the street off-leash, and on several occasions nearly being hit
by cars. There has been at least one recent reported bite by an uncontained pet.
Imagine how devastating it would be to lose your pet simply because it was off-leash. Worse
yet, what if your children (or other peoples' children) witness a pet being hurt or killed? Please
keep your pets safe and keep them on their leash. No matter how well-trained they are, all animals are subject to being lured into the street by a toy, a small animal, or by any manner of distractions. We want your pets to be safe.
Please also be courteous to your neighbors; when walking your pets, please remember to pick
up your animal's waste from others' property.
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Tired of your grass? Would you
like to plant a tree, or enlarge your
garden, or create an "edible
lawn"...but don't have the muscle
power or energy for sod busting? If you're like me, and spring
in the garden sets you to pondering life's big questions—"What
happened to my upper body
strength?" and "Shouldn't I go inside and lie down before I get heat
stroke?"—help is at hand.
Transforming our small yards may
be too much for one geezer, but
not for six! I'd be willing to be part
of a neighborhood crew to help
our neighbors plant trees or dig up
their grass for a garden. If you'd
be willing and available to help
out, contact the newsletter at
president@academvheights.org ,
especially if you own a roto-

HEIGHTS Civic

tiller. We could create a roster of
people, any five or six of whom
might be available at the same time
to help out, with a little advance notice. And if you have such a yard
project in mind and need a crew
with shovels to help out, reply to the
same email address.
By the way, if you Google "edible
yard," "edible lawn," or "edible estate," you'll find all sorts of information on how to get rid of that useless
growing thing know as your
grass. Or one illuminating book to
look at (there are many others) is
Edible Estates: Attack on the Front
Lawn (A Project by Fritz Haeg).
Sincerely,
Daniel Rosen
321 Greenlow

Calling all cooks and chefs!!!
Do you have a recipe that you

each edition.

love to use and love to share?

If you have a recipe that you'd
like to see in print here, please
email the newsletter committee at
president@academvheights.org

Is there something that you fix
for dinner that saves you time
and effort? We are looking for
recipes from our neighbors to
print in the newsletter each
quarter.
We would love to be able to print
your favorite recipes for your
neighbors to enjoy, and we hope
to have at least one or more in
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Events Calendar 2010-2011
No AHCA Monthly Meeting July 2011
July 4, 2011 - Independence Day
July TBD, 2011 - AHCA Bike Parade
No AHCA Monthly Meeting August 2011
September 1, 2011 - AHCA Monthly Meeting
September 5, 2011 - Labor Day
September TBD, 2011 - AHCA Community Yard Sale
Octobers, 2011 -AHCA Monthly Meeting
October 10, 2011 - Columbus Day Observed
October TBD, 2011 - AHCA Halloween Party
Novembers, 2011-AHCA Monthly Meeting and Nominations of Officers
November 11, 2011 - Veterans Day
November 24, 2011 - Thanksgiving Day
December 7, 2011 - AHCA Monthly Meeting and Election of Officers
December TBD, 2011 - Santa's Visit to AH
December 25, 2011 - Christmas Day
December 31, 2011 - New Year's Eve
TBD = date to be determined

We hope
you^havea
very happy
and safe
summer!

Planning a change or improvement to your property? Use this handy form to submit your proposed changes:

APPLICATION FOR STRUCTURAL ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO
DWELLINGS OR ASSOCIATED PROPERTIES IN THE
ACADEMY HEIGHTS COMMUNITY
Full Name

Street Address

Phone Number
E-mail or Other

est. 1950

Contact Information
Addition or Change Title (brief)
(example: "New Rear Deck Awning"
Summary of changefs) Include details such as dimensions, location on property (in relation to your residence and the
property line), materials, colors and any other information that may be relevant or important in regards to the proposed
project.

Please include a sketch with this letter, on the back or on an additional sheet a long with your name. Sign and date each and
send two copies to Academy Heights Civic Association, ATTN: Restrictions, P.O. BoxflMPi Catonsville, MD 21228.
Some changes/additions require a County Permit. Contact the Baltimore Country Department of Permits and Licenses (below)
for more information about what you plan to do and if a permit is needed. If you do not obtain a permit, a stop work order can
be filed by the County against you and may involve fines, so it is best to check beforehand. If your intended change/addition
requires a permit, include a copy of the permit with this application.
Baltimore County Building Permits
111W. Chesapeake Avenue
Towson, MD 21204
410-887-3900
Signature

Date
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Support Our Advertisers When You Can - Let them know you appreciate their ad.

Expanded Products. Same Great Service!

PLANNING
CENTRE
-^

A Window of Opportunities,..
Designed to offer you a one-stop resource for all of your window and
door projects, Window & Door Planning Centre offers a range of

Your Authorized
Marvin Dealer for 22 Years!

high-quality products and personalized services tailored to meet your
needs, including:

MARVIN

W i n d o w s I'd

Doors

Built around you:

High-quality, energy-efficient window
and door products
Certified and professional installation
craftsmen, offering five-year
installation warranties
Flexible products for new construction,
remodeling and historic renovation
Consultation and design assistance
Personalized service to ensure your
project is completed on-time and
within your budget
Free in-home estimates

Mention this ad & receive

Also offering these fine brands.,,

$50 OFF

installation per window*
^Minimum purchase of 5 windows

Integrity

SEMCO

$

150OFF

installation per patio door
Expires May 1,2012
I Free In-Home Estimates
Follow us on C @WDPC and on

r&&>' L/«/t/ 6,000 square-foot showroom today!

www.wdpc.c

H at facebook.com/MyWDPC

1601 Knecht Avenue - Baltimore, MD 21227

410-242-3000
For ad information, call Tim Maker or Phil Maker at 410-578-3600, toll free 1-800-934-1620, or write P.O. Box 4889, Baltimore, MD 21211 - © 2011
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Residential
Realty

• STATE'S

FINEST

410-769-0760
George@MDResidentialRealty.com
, "The Right Realtor Makes ^
All The Difference"

SWWffiwfS

www.MDResidentiaIReaIty.com
HAWK

AWNING CO.

We Do Recovers
and Aluminum
Awnings

We
Accept

Weinkam
fitWeinkam
PA
A General Practice Law Firm
Special Services:
• Estate Planning • Elder Law
• Probate • Medicaid • Wills
1002 Frederick Road
Catonsville, MD 21228

MHIC
#50091

410-796-5298

WWW.hawkawning.com
FIELDS & NEVAREZ, P.A.
Certified Public Accountants
EUGENE J. FIELDS, CPA
300 Frederick Road, Suite 105
Catonsville, MD 21228

410-869-7885
Fax 410-869-7887 • Cell 410-961-4124

info@hawkawning.com

410-744-3256
www.weinkam.com
Email: loujr@weinkam.com

W.B. COOPER COMPANY
Slate & Copper Roofing
Brent Cooper, President

410-536-7236
Cell: 410-336-2500

SPACE
AVAILABLE

Specializing in Seamless Copper and
Aluminum Installation & Repair
Year Round Gutter Cleaning

FREE ESTIMATES
Up to Lifetime Warranty

Let Us Keep Your Mind Out of the Gutter

410-308-8880
$|0 Saint Agnes
Acmc&
School

• -V£*' ' Nursery School thru Sth Grade
Strong Academics • Spiritual Development
Accomplished, Long-tenured Faculty

410-747-4070
www.stagnesschool.net
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For ad information, call Tim Maker or Phil Maker at 410-578-3600, toll free 1-800-934-1620, or write P.O. Box 4889, Baltimore, MD 21211 - © 2011

ai Sa
^

^

^

^

^

^

^

^

^

IIIIK9

'

